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1.6 million 

Among African Americans age 25 and older, the number who had an advanced degree in 

2011 (e.g., master’s, Ph.D., M.D. or J.D.). Fifteen years earlier—in 1995—only 677,000 blacks 

had this level of education.  

 

3.9 million 

Number of black college students in 2011. This was an increase of roughly 2 million from 18 

years earlier. 

 

18.7% 



Percentage of African Americans age 25 and older who had a bachelor’s degree or more 

in2011. In many states, the rate was higher. Just over 22% of blacks this age in Massachusetts, 

for instance, had this level of education. 
 

As indicated in the chart (2nd chart), 80% of African Americans over age 25 have high school 

diplomas. The average number of African Americans that have at least a bachelor’s degree 

increased two percentage point to19% since the year 2000. This however is still ten 

percentage points lower than the national average.  

 

*All statistics used above are from the US Census Bureau 2008 – 2011 American Community Survey 



 

 

 

This has been a phrase used by many in the media and with organizations who are both for and 

against black interests. It has become one of those quotes which has ingrained itself in the 

memories of Americans so much so that it is assumed to be fact. This is one of the most 

misleading phrases used in reference to black men. 



 

According to government figures 1,034,000 African American men were enrolled in a degree 

granting institution in 2009 compared to 841,000 who were counted in the nations jails and 

prisons during the same year.  And of those Black men in jail and prison only 164,400 are of 

typical college age (18-24). In fact even a decade ago when overall numbers suggested there 

were Black men in jail than in school, college aged Black men enrolled in a degree granting 

institution far outnumbered their peers who were incarcerated. 



 



 

Black Owned Businesses 
Black owned businesses in the United States increased 60.5% between 2002 and 

2007 totaling of 1.9 million Black firms. More than 94% of these businesses are made 

up of sole proprietorships or partnerships which have no paid employees.  



 

Nearly 4 in 10 black-owned businesses (more than 700,000) in 2007 operated in the health 

care, social assistance; and other services such as repair, maintenance, personal and laundry 

services sectors. Administrative Support, waste management, and remediation services made 

up 11% of Black owned firms totaling 216,763. Transportation and warehousing was the fourth 

largest industry making up 9% of Black firms.  

 

HEALTH 

Percent of Black persons all ages in fair or poor health: 14.2% percent of persons 

all ages with a limitation in usual activities due to one or more chronic health conditions: 

% 

Source: Natnl Health Interview Survey, 2011 



 

 
Health risk factors for non-Hispanic black men population 

 Black men 18 years and over who currently smoke: ……23.7%  

 Black men 20 years and over who are overweight: ……..71.8%  

 Black men 20 years and over with hypertension: …………41.4%  

 

Source: CDC Health, United States report, 2010 
 

Access to health care 
 Black persons under 65 years without health insurance coverage: 18.9% 

 Black adults 18 years and over without a usual source of health care: 21.5% 

 Black children under 18 years without a usual source of health care: 5.9% 

Source: National Health Interview Survey, 2010 
 

 

 
 
 
Books about Education in the Black Community 

Critical Issues in Educating African American Youth (A Talk With Jawanza) - Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu  

The Dreamkeepers: Successful Teachers of African American Children - Gloria Ladson-Billings  

Learning While Black: Creating Educational Excellence for African American Children - Janice E. Hale 

White Money/Black Power: The Surprising History of African American Studies and the Crisis of Race in 

http://www.amazon.com/Critical-Educating-African-American-Jawanza/dp/0913543144/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364192654&sr=8-17&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/The-Dreamkeepers-Successful-Teachers-American/dp/0470408154/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364192654&sr=8-20&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/Learning-While-Black-Educational-Excellence/dp/0801867762/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364192654&sr=8-24&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/White-Money-Black-Power-Surprising/dp/0807032719/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364192654&sr=8-25&tag=blackdemogcom-20


Higher Education - Noliwe Rooks  

Educating African American Males: Voices From the Field - Olatokunbo S. Fashola 

Achievement for African-American Students: Strategies for the Diverse Classroom - Gary L. Reglin  

The African American Child: Development and Challenges - Yvette R. Harris PhD, James A. Graham PhD  

African American Culture and Heritage in Higher Education Research and Practice - Kassie Freeman  

African American Men in College - Michael J. Cuyjet 

African American Students in Urban Schools: Critical Issues and Solutions for Achievement (Educational 

Psychology: Critical Pedagogical Perspectives) - James L. Moore III, Chance W. Lewis 

 
Urban/Geography 

Places of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical Studies of Urban 

America) - Andrew Wiese 

Urban Planning and the African-American Community: In the Shadows - June Manning Thomas, Marsha 

Ritzdorf  

American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto -  Sudhir Alladi Venkatesh, William Julius Wilson  

 
Migration of the African American Population 

The Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Black and White Southerners Transformed America -

 James N. Gregory  

From Reconstruction to the Great Migration 1877-1917 [2 Parts in 2 books] (Black Communities and Urban 

Development in America 1720-1990, Volume 4) - Kenneth L Kusmer 

The Great Migration and After 1917-1930 (Black Communities and Urban Development in America 1720-1990, 

5) - Kenneth L Kusmer 

Up South: Stories, Studies, and Letters of This Century’s Black Migrations - Malaika Adero  

Black Households/Families 

Black Families in Therapy: Understanding the African American Experience - Nancy Boyd-Franklin Ph.D.  

African American Families - Angela (Angie) J. (Jean) Hattery, Earl Smith 

African American Single Mothers: Understanding Their Lives and Families (SAGE Series on Race and Ethnic 

Relations) - Bette J. Dickerson  

Is Marriage for White People?: How the African American Marriage Decline Affects Everyone - Ralph Richard 

Banks  

A strengths-based parenting intervention with low-income African American families.(Report): An article 

from: Professional School Counseling - Angela I. Sheely-Moore, Sue C. Bratton  

Black Class Structure 

Middle Class African Americans: A Segregated Distribution in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Area - Jay 

Newberry  

Analyzing The Achievement Of Middle-class African American Students - Donica Cuspard  

Our Kind of People: Inside America’s Black Upper Class - Lawrence Otis Graham  

The Black Middle Class: Social Mobility – and Vulnerability - Benjamin P. Bowser  

Represent: Art and Identity Among the Black Upper-Middle Class (Routledge Research in Race and Ethnicity)

http://www.amazon.com/White-Money-Black-Power-Surprising/dp/0807032719/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364192654&sr=8-25&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/Educating-African-American-Males-Voices/dp/1412914345/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364193518&sr=8-53&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/Achievement-African-American-Students-Strategies-Classroom/dp/1879639408/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364193518&sr=8-56&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/The-African-American-Child-Development/dp/0826127568/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364193518&sr=8-59&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/American-Heritage-Education-Research-Practice/dp/0275958442/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20middle%20class&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364231378&s=books&sr=1-26&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/African-American-College-Michael-Cuyjet/dp/0787964603/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20population&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364231152&s=books&sr=1-10&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/African-American-Students-Urban-Schools/dp/1433106868/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364192524&sr=8-6&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/African-American-Students-Urban-Schools/dp/1433106868/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&keywords=african%20american%20income&linkCode=ur2&qid=1364192524&sr=8-6&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226896250/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0226896250&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226896250/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0226896250&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0803972342/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0803972342&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0674008308/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0674008308&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0807856517/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0807856517&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0815304285/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0815304285&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0815304285/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0815304285&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0815304293/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0815304293&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0815304293/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0815304293&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1565840208/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1565840208&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1593853467/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1593853467&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1412924669/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1412924669&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/080394912X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=080394912X&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/080394912X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=080394912X&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0452297532/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0452297532&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003BSED38/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B003BSED38&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003BSED38/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B003BSED38&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/3639234774/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=3639234774&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/3659325082/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=3659325082&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060984384/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0060984384&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1588264556/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1588264556&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/041565405X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=041565405X&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20


 - Patricia A. Banks 

Black Student Activists: Transition to Middle Class Professionals - L.S. Tripp  

Black Upward Mobility 

The Hidden Cost of Being African American: How Wealth Perpetuates Inequality - Thomas M. Shapiro  

Talking Dollars and Making Sense: A Wealth Building Guide for African-Americans - Brooke Stephens 

Ensuring Inequality: The Structural Transformation of the African American Family - Donna L. Franklin 

Climbing Jacob’s Ladder: The Enduring Legacies of African-American Families - Andrew Billingsley  

Beyond Forty Acres and a Mule: African American Landowning Families Since Reconstruction - Debra A. 

Reid, Evan P. Bennett  

Strength for Their Journey: 5 Essential Disciplines African-American Parents Must Teach Their Children and 

Teens - Robert L. Johnson, Paulette Stanford 

 

 

 

Black Politics 

African American Legislators in the American States - Kerry L. Haynie  

From the Bullet to the Ballot: The Illinois Chapter of the Black Panther Party and Racial Coalition Politics in 

Chicago (John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) - Jakobi Williams  

Pullman Porters and the Rise of Protest Politics in Black America, 1925-1945 (John Hope Franklin Series in 

African American History and Culture) - Beth Tompkins Bates  

The Growth of Black Elected Officials in the City of Detroit, 1870-1973 (Distinguished Dissertations) - A. J. 

Stovall  

From Protest to Politics: The New Black Voters in American Elections (Russell On…) - Katherine Tate  

Religion and the African American Community 

Practical Theology for Black Churches: Bridging Black Theology & African American Folk Religion - Dale P. 

Andrews  

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0819162973/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0819162973&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0195181387/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0195181387&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0070613893/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0070613893&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0195100786/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0195100786&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0671677098/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0671677098&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/081303986X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=081303986X&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0767908759/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0767908759&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0767908759/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0767908759&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0231106459/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0231106459&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0807838160/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0807838160&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0807838160/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0807838160&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0807849294/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0807849294&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0807849294/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0807849294&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0773422714/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0773422714&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0674325400/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0674325400&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0664224296/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0664224296&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0687498392/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0687498392&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0687498392/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0687498392&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20


 

 

Business and Employment 
What’s Black About It? Insights to Increase Your Share of a Changing African-American Market - Pepper 

Miller, Herb Kemp 

Not Slave, Not Free: The African American Economic Experience Since the Civil War - Jay R. Mandle  

An Empirical Analysis Of The Impact Of Skin Color On African-American Education, Income, And Occupation 

(Black Studies) - Ronald E. Hall 

Study Guide for African Americans in the U.S. Economy - Cecilia A. Conrad, John Whitehead, Patrick 

Mason, James Stewart 

There’s Always Work at the Post Office: African American Postal Workers and the Fight for Jobs, Justice, 

and Equality - Cecilia A. Conrad, John Whitehead, Patrick Mason, James Stewart 

Documenting Desegregation: Racial and Gender Segregation in Private-Sector Employment Since the Civil 

Rights Act - Kevin Stainback, Donald Tomaskovic-Devey  

Innovation and Growth in an African American Owned Business (Garland Studies in Entrepreneurship) -

 Gwendolyn P. Todd 

The Brackenridge Colored School: A Legacy of Empowerment through Agency and Cultural Capital Inside 

An African American Community - Jerelyne Castleberry Williams  

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0972529098/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0972529098&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0822312204/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0822312204&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0773461205/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0773461205&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0773461205/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0773461205&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/074254379X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=074254379X&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0807859869/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0807859869&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0807859869/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0807859869&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0871548348/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0871548348&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0871548348/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0871548348&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0815325983/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0815325983&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1425941958/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1425941958&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1425941958/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1425941958&linkCode=as2&tag=blackdemogcom-20

